
TERM FOUR ELECTIVES 

This program is designed to broaden the students’ 
experience within and beyond the curriculum. It offers 
opportunities to extend or deepen their knowledge 
in a particular area of study or ignite a passion for 
a particular general interest. Staff, parents, past 
students and expertise outside of the immediate school 
community can offer a subject about which they are 
passionate and offer specialist knowledge. 

Each term students are able to choose between a 
wide variety of subjects including the arts, science, 
technology, construction and sport. As part of our 
Careers program, all Year 10 students are required to 
participate in a careers subject in either Term 2 or Term 
3. The Electives Program fosters Preshil’s enduring 
commitment to: making, choosing, building, playmaking 
and performing as described in the Preshil ‘Courage’ 
book.

Many costs of the program are subsidised by the 
program budget however some subjects have 
associated costs for specialised experience, special 
equipment, materials, excursion fees and transport as 
required. Families are notified of the cost by email once 
selections are finalised. These can be paid by cash, 
credit card or invoiced to your school account. NOTE: 
Costs are a flat rate per term, per subject as listed. 

Some subjects may also extend into fruit or lunch, 
particularly those leaving the school grounds. Students 
will need to be aware of this when choosing particular 
subjects as they may need to take and eat their fruit 
and/or lunch.

EXCEL 
• be exceptionally good at or 

proficient in an activity or 
subject:

EXPERIENCE 
• skill or knowledge that you 

get by doing something:

SEEK
• attempt or desire to obtain 

or achieve (something):

DREAM
• an idea or vision that 

is  created in your 
imagination:

SHAPING OUR EDUCATION

DESIGNING OUR FUTURE

YEARS 7 to 10 

2016 CURRICULUM
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TUESDAYS - 8 WEEKS



SCIENCE | TECHNOLOGY            
ENGINEERING | ARTS | MATHS

STEAM

Philosophy: ‘Gazing into the Abyss’       Chris Dite
Cost: Nil per term                         Class: Max 10

Think The Walking Dead, the Hungers Games, The 100….some of the 
most popular entertainment out there at the moment involves young 
people making tough philosophical decisions in difficult circumstances. 
For this end of year philosophy elective, we’re diving headfirst into 
dystopia. You’ll be playing a character (partially of your own creation) 
in a class structured like a game. It all plays out in the not-too-distant 
future, where the big questions present themselves on a constant basis, 
nothing is what it seems, and all you can do is collectively reason your 
way to survival. Everyone welcome, no experience required.

Biological Illustrations     Science & Art         Sarah Alexander
Cost: Nil per term              Class: Max 10
    
Come for an adventure to explore the treasures from the seashores and 
ocean. Biological Illustrations is for all students who are curious about 
the wonders of marine animals such as Heliocidaris erythrogramma  
(sea urchin) and want to learn to illustrate and use microscopes.  When 
possible, we will visit the seashore to collect some treasures and invite 
a professional biological illustrator to join us at Preshil for inspiration. 
If you would like to know more about this subject visit: http://blogs.
scientificamerican.com/symbiartic/rediscovering-the-forgotten-benefits-
of-drawing/

“A century ago, drawing was taught as an essential skill for 
scientists, valued for communicating findings, but also for enhancing 
observations.”

Everyone welcome, no experience required.



Art Projects: Individual Project        June McKenzie
Cost: Nil per term               Class: Max 10

Create your own Art Project or join others wanting 
to focus on a particular area. This group is all 
about making art. It is an opportunity to pursue 
your own artistic interests whether it be manga 
drawing, lino prints, mosaics, making dioramas or 
exploring different art movements. We also have a 
set of iPads for you to use programs like ‘ArtRage’ 
to paint and illustrate using a digital medium.

When available and just once a term, we try to 
find an interesting exhibition or artist to visit.

Journalism                                       Kate Ellis
Cost: Nil per term               Class: Max 10

Noam Chomsky stated ‘The duty of journalists 
is to tell the truth...’  Ann Curry said that 
‘Journalism is an act of faith in the future’.  
Julian Assange said that ‘If Journalism is 
good it is controversial…’.  John Pilger said 
that ‘It is not enough for journalists to see 
themselves as mere messengers without 
understanding the hidden agendas of the message and the myths that 
surround it’. Preshil has a fortnightly newsletter that goes out to the 
school community. This Journalism elective will see students not only 
learning about the craft of journalism but will be given the opportunity to 
have their articles published in the school newsletter. Together we will 
learn how to find stories, how to report on them and how to present an 
opinion should students wish to write an opinion piece. We will also be 
joined by segment producer and journalist Kate Mellis via skype and 
Dan Ziffer who works for ABC 774 Radio. 



Programming and Electronics                               Karl von Moller
Costs: $ 160 per term  ($20 per week)               Class: Max 8

Did you know many Robots are 90% code and 
10% hardware. Explore the world of physical 
computing and take the first steps into micro 
controllers, by learning how to program with an 
Arduino - a system of hardware and software 
which lets anyone bring their imagination to life! 
Learn how to program in a “C like” language, 
with core skills applicable to many other 
programming languages. The main focus of this 
course is learning to program; you don’t need any 
experience. We will develop your skills to sense the 
physical world, using connected sensors (light and 
temperature), turn on LEDs to create interactive 
lighting displays, control motors, generate different 
sounds, use breadboards and learn simple 
soldering. 

You will build and code a miniature traffic light to 
take home with your very own Arduino compatible 
board. No Experience Necessary. Everyone 
welcome!

Advanced Keyboard and Electronic Music        Adam Simon
Cost: Nil per term             Class: Max 4

This elective is designed to teach students how to record electronic 
music. Participants in this class will compose and record their own 
electronic track in Garage Band. Key elements will include:
• How to use a synthesizer 
• Use of electronic pedals 
• Advanced use of Garage Band 
• Use of LFOs 



3D Printing                      Scott Phillips
Cost: $160 per term   ($16 per week)            Class: Max 8

Students will learn about workflow, the range of 
technologies, Kinect scanning and applications using 
CAD like ONSHAPE and TINKERCAD. 3D printing 
is liberating people’s creative imaginations and is 
fuelling innovation around the world. What will you do 
with your new skills? Invent something new or make 
jewellery, ipod & phone cases, models, electronic 
cases, custom chess pieces, Math models? Some 
of our past students took on the challenge to make 
new fuseball pieces and others even built a minature 
traffic light for their Arduino project in the programing 
elective. Students may continue projects from last 
term or newcomers are welcome! 

French Conversation                                                    Nick Ouchtomski
Cost: Nil per term                             Class: Max 10

Francophiles Francofun. Challenge and develop your oral skills in French. 
Enhance your pronunciation. Get active with the spoken word through role 
plays, movement, fun readings and improvisations. Enjoy the music of the 
French language through active poetry improvisations. This is a bilingual 
workshop developing students’ oral skills creating short performance 
pieces in French. 

DIY Science                                                Louie Pittas 
Cost: Nil per term                          Class: Max 10
    
Students can try their hand at fun and easy science activities and 
experiments. Exploring science concepts while discovering the world 
around them using simple ingredients found in the home or at school.



Hip Hop Dance Class                                  Jack May
Cost: $200  per term  ($25 per week)              Class: Max 10

Hip Hop is a popular dance style that 
belongs to the Urban Dance banner. The 
most famous of all dance styles, Hip Hop 
has become widespread and is seen in 
music video clips of both Hip Hop and 
mainstream artists.  Hip Hop choreography 
makes use of the same components and 
techniques found in other forms of Urban 
Dance. These include Popping, Locking and Breaking.  A Hip Hop class 
begins with a short warm up then proceeds to stretching and isolation 
exercises. These special exercises teach dancers how to move 
different parts of their body separately. The last section of this class is 
where the teacher puts together a short routine using a choreography 
that is both distinctive and can be performed along with the music 
chosen for that set. Jack has several years of experience working 
as a dance choreographer for schools all around Canberra, such as 
Fresh Funk, Dance Central and Universal Dance Academy. Returning 
from America for the second time earlier this year, Jack has worked 
with many of the big names, including Andre Fuentes (Brittany Spears 
Choreographer), Tony Czar (New Kids On The Block Choreographer) 
and Tucker Barkley. 

SPORT AND PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Skateboarding           Junction Skate Coaches 
Costs: $200 per term   ($25 per week)        Class: Max 10

This innovative and refreshingly new program focuses on engaging 
all students irrespective of age and gender and delivers an active fun 
and games-based clinic incorporating balance, agility, coordination 
and technique. During the program confidence is built by the individual 
as he/she progresses with skills and techniques imparted during our 
sessions. The programs also assist in the building of participants’ self-
esteem and positive identity for young people and youth culture.
Includes all equipment and safety wear. No experience necessary!



COMMUNITY & SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIPS

Kitchen Garden              John Collins 
Costs: $50 per term  ($6.25 per week)             Class: Max 10

This term’s elective will focus again on ethical 
eating or “eating green”. Not only will you source 
nutritious and delicious ‘green’ recipes, you will 
also cook up delicious food each week and take 
care of the kitchen garden crops.

HEALTH and WELLBEING

Volunteers Wanted             

If you have an idea or know someone who would love to run an elective 
that involves a community partnership, please let us know!

Tennis                                Bill Madafferi
Cost: $90 per term   ($11.25 per week)                             Class: Max 10

Bill provides coaching for all ages and skill levels, from beginners to 
advanced, in a relaxed and encouraging environment, making it easy for 
students to enjoy their tennis as they learn the various disciplines of the 
game. Getting to know each student’s strengths and weaknesses means 
progress can be made every lesson. Lessons are held at MCC Kew next 
to the Primary campus.

Chess                                                               Lazare Agneskis
Cost: Nil per term                                    Class: Max 8

Everyone who learns chess gets immediate benefits. Students can have 
fun playing chess and at the same time develop problem solving skills, 
improve memory, patience, analytical ability and develop critical thinking 
skills
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“From the earliest years, children at Preshil are encouraged to choose... In later 
years, children are encouraged to choose and pursue one or more special interests... 
This tradition of choosing special projects and electives continues throughout the 
school. 

Preshil believes that providing children with the choice to follow their own interests 
leads to a more compelling and rewarding learning experience for both child and 
teacher. By taking ownership of their education children invest more of themselves 
and are more motivated to learn. 

By learning to make their own choices in ever more significant ways, children begin 
to learn the importance of making good choices and taking responsibility for them. 
When children can understand that their every action is the product of a choice 
they themselves make, whether consciously or unconsciously, they become more 
empowered to direct their own lives. 

By choosing to pursue their own interests children solidify their unique strengths 
and the growing expertise that will aid them in their later studies, as well as in 
their vocations as adults...” 

            The Courage Book

CHOOSING AND RESPONSIBILTY

ELECTIVES PREFERENCE FORMS
Students need to choose only one Elective. Students should mark their choices in the order 
of preference. The Elective you choose will be for the whole term. Electives with a cost will 
require a parent signed permission. Forms must be returned by the due date and are dated 
and numbered on receipt to be fair. 

All Electives are allocated on a first come first in basis. We will notify you which Elective you 
are in as soon as possible so you can prepare if necessary.


