
Marvellous
Margaret
MARGARET ‘MUG’ LYTTLE inspired some of 
Melbourne’s leading artists. Now they’re putting 
on a show in her honour, writes JOANNE SIM

When it came to choosing a 
school for his children back 
in the 1970s, Ray Magid 

suggested to his wife that they 
look into Preshil in Kew, where 
he’d spent a few years during 
his primary education in the late 
1940s. He wondered at the time 
whether the headmistress Margaret 
Lyttle would still be alive, as his 
childhood memories were of a 
“very old lady”.

After one visit, his wife fell 
in love with the school and 
the decision was made, tying 
Magid’s family to Preshil for the 
next 40-plus years. And yes, the 
headmistress was very much
still there.

As a child, Lyttle couldn’t have 
realised that the “old” woman, 
better known as ‘Mug’ by the 
students, was much more than 
just a headmistress. Lyttle’s aunt 
– Margaret (Greta) Lyttle – began 
Preshil school in August 1931, with 
just fi ve students whom she taught 
in her living room. The school’s 
motto was ‘‘courage’’. 

After completing her teachers 
training, Lyttle joined her aunt at 
the school and after Greta’s death 
in 1944, became headmistress 
at the age of 32 – a position she 
would hold for the next 50 years.

Magid has a long personal 
association with the progressive 
school: as a student, parent, 
board member, business manager 
and now, as one of Lyttle’s legal 

guardians.  As a trustee of the 
Margaret Lyttle Foundation, he 
has helped organise a concert to 
honour Lyttle and celebrate her 
recent 100th birthday.

The concert at the Melbourne 
Recital Centre will feature 
performances by many talented 
former Preshil students including 
Clare Bowditch, Tinpan Orange, 
Benjamin Martin, Louisa Breen 
and Tess Duddy. It’s also an 
opportunity to raise funds for 
the foundation, which was set 
up several years ago to look after 
Lyttle, who never married or 
had children of her own, instead 
dedicating her life to the school. 
“One of her great gifts to Preshil 
was to always give everything to 
the school,” Magid says. “I don’t 
think she realised she would live 
to over 100, so money became an 
issue in looking after her.” 

From all accounts Lyttle was a 
dominating, yet much-loved fi gure 
during her Preshil teaching days. 
Drawing on the philosophies of 
great educators such as Maria 
Montessori and Rudolf Steiner, 
she was a passionate and dynamic 
educator who fi rmly believed in 
learning through creativity and 
play.  The fi rst progressive school in 
Australia, Preshil took the approach 
of treating children as active rather 
than passive receivers of learning. 
And more than 80 years on, it took 
a personality as strong as Lyttle’s to 
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First home buyers could  
save on average $1,890^
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Fairfield – 9499 3435  
Northcote – 9482 4111
Oakleigh – 9570 5011  
Mt Waverley – 
9809 5111
RAMS.com.au

Apply by 28/2/13

Get into your own 
home quicker! 

Simply better

Other fees, conditions and lending criteria apply. Offers not available on pre-approval unless changes to formal approval by 5pm local time 28 February 2013. Applications 
withdrawn and resubmitted will not be eligible. ^Based on average loan duration of 51 months - source J.P.Morgan - Australian Mortgage Industry Vol 16 Oct 2012 # Offer 
available on new applications for first home buyers (for owner occupier), not available for refinances, investors, increases or variations. Application fee includes one valuation fee, 
each extra valuation incurs a fee of $150. *You will need a 5% deposit and funds to cover transaction costs. 97% of the property price (or valuation if lower) is inclusive of 2% 
lender’s mortgage insurance (risk fee) capitalisation. Maximum LVR without risk fee capitalisation is 95%. Maximum LVR for self-certified loans with risk fee is 80%. If the risk 
fee is less than 2% of the property purchase price or valuation (if lower), we will only lend the amount of the risk fee. If the risk fee exceeds 2% of the property price or valuation 
(if lower), we will lend a maximum of 2%. The Borrower will need funds to cover the balance of the risk fee. RAMS Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 30 105 207 538 AR 405465 
Australian credit licence 388065. Credit Provider: Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.

NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS
& PATCH UPS

Call Peter on 0468681271 
for immediate service
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Fully Qualifi ed Team - Neat and Clean
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